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1. SCHEDULE 
 

WEEK 1 
 

MONDAY, 24 JUNE 
10.00 – 11.00 
 

Welcome & introduction 

11.15 – 12.45 
 

Course 1. Steven Seegel: Course Introduction: Empires and Their 
Consequences  
 

12.45 – 13.45 
 

Lunch 

14.00 – 15.30 
 

Course 2. Mayhill Fowler: How should we talk about culture? 
 

15.45 – 17.15 
 

Guest lecture 1. Olga Filipova: Whose is Kharkiv: 
(de)secularization, glocalization and symbolic marking of the city's 
space 
 

17.30 
 

Opening Reception  
 

TUESDAY, 25 JUNE 
9.30 – 11.00 
 

Course 1. Steven Seegel: Post-imperial Making/Unmaking of 
Nations: Civic/Ethnic, Identity/Subjecthood, “Unmixing” 
 

11.15 – 12.45 
 

Course 2. Mayhill Fowler: How should we talk about culture in 
borderlands? 
 

12.45 – 13.45 
 

Lunch 
 

14.00 – 15.30 
 

Participants’ projects presentations 
Session 1. Borders of Nation, Statehood and Identity 
Rimantė Jaugaitė: Statehood Ideas in Croatian and Lithuanian 
Political Imagination at the Junction of the XIX and XX Centuries 
James Baker: Boundary Objects and Borderland Discourses: At the 
Limits of Azerbaijan's 'Visceral Cartography' 
Mariia Rastvorova: Small Motherland and its borders: peculiarities 
of formation in the global world (with a focus on borderland) 
 

15.45 – 17.15 
 

Session 2. Urban and rural spaces and borders 
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Ihor Usatenko: Vinnytsia`s symbolic space of a "belle epoque" era: 
ethnocultural patchwork or monoculture of frontier? 
Mykola Haievoi: Verbytsya village during the Second World War 
and in the early postwar years 
Elsa Court: Cooperation, contention, or conflict? How rural Moscow 
Patriarchy parishes in Rivne Oblast negotiate social boundaries 
following the formation of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine.  
 

WEDNESDAY, 26 JUNE 
9.30 – 11.00 
 

Course 1. Steven Seegel: Nationalism and National Indifference  
 

11.15 – 12.45 
 

Course 2. Mayhill Fowler: More borders than borderlands 

12.45 – 13.45 
 

Lunch 

14.00 – 16.00 
 

Study visit 

17.00 – 18.30 
 

Public lecture 
Mayhill Fowler: The Backstage Lives of Actresses: Uncovering the 
Stories of the Women of Berezil (in Ukrainian) 
 

THURSDAY, 27 JUNE 
9.30 – 11.00 Course 1. Steven Seegel: Mapping Triangular Contact Zones and 

“Trans-Empire” 
 

11.15 – 12.45 Course 2. Mayhill Fowler: Does art build bridges or walls in 
borderland regions? 
 

12.45 – 13.45 
 

Lunch 

14.00 – 15.30 
 

Participants’ projects presentations 
Session 3. Internal and external boundaries of Ukrainian 
society 
Hanna Protasova: Ukrainian Bilingualism Before and After Maidan: 
Social and Cultural Aspects 
Mariana Senkiv: Popularization of rural tourism resources by 
educational establishments on the borderland areas of Ukraine and 
Poland 
Anna Bondarenko: "Foreign Citizens": features of the perception of 
Kharkiv by foreign students 
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FRIDAY, 28 JUNE 
9.30 – 11.00 
 

Course 1. Steven Seegel: Perpetrators, Collaborators, Bystanders: 
“Lands in Between” into Bloodlands? 
 

11.15 – 12.45 Course 2. Mayhill Fowler: Why are borderlands creative? 
 

12.45 – 13.45 Lunch 
 

14.00 – 15.30 Course 2. Mayhill Fowler: Can we “practice” the borderland? 
 

15.45 – 17.30 Study visit 
  
SATURDAY, 29 JUNE 
10.00 – 16.00 Study trip 
 
 

WEEK 2 
 
MONDAY, 1 JULY 
9.30 – 11.00 Course 3. Tomasz Zarycki: Centers and peripheries. Concepts and 

practice of dependence, orientalism, post-colonialism in Central and 
Eastern Europe 
 

11.15 – 12.45 Course 1. Steven Seegel: Invented (or Inverted?) Pasts, Contested 
Spaces/Places 
 

12.45 – 13.45 
 

Lunch 

14.00 – 15.30 
 

Participants’ projects presentations 
Session 4. Challenges of Contemporary Borders in Eastern 
Europe 
Alina Mozolevska: Shaping the border: duscoursive construction 
of borders and walls in Political discourse  
Bradley Reynolds: A Common European Home? Finnish and 
Russian Perspectives on a New Europe in the 1990's 
Alexandra Seidlová: Reterritorialization of the EU's Eastern 
Neighbourhood 
 

15.45 – 17.45 
 

Session 5. Contested Borders 
Hasmik Ghazaryan: Borderlands: Examining Turkey and Georgia 



 
[7] 

 

Rusudan Beridze: Post-Soviet Adjara in Borderland Context 
Urban Jakša: Fostering social transformation through cross-border 
engagement in Abkhazia and Transnistria 
Yuliya Abibok: On the debris of Donbas. Local identities in the war-
torn Ukrainian Donetsk and Luhansk regions 
 

TUESDAY, 2 JULY 
9.30 – 11.00 Course 3. Tomasz Zarycki: Historical heritage and regional 

identities in Poland. The context of phantom borders and electoral 
geography in international comparative perspective 
 

11.15 – 12.45 Course 1. Steven Seegel: Transnational Microhistory, Biography, 
and the Life Story 
 

12.45 – 13.45 
 

Lunch 
 

14.00 – 15.30 
 

Guest Lecture 2. Annika Frieberg: 
Illusions and Realities of Conflict Resolution in Borderland Areas: 
Polish-German Relations in the Postwar Era 
 

17.00 – 18.30 
 

Public book discussion 
Steven Seegel, Map Men: Transnational Lives and Deaths of 
Geographers in the Making of East Central Europe (University of 
Chicago Press, 2018) 
 

WEDNESDAY, 3 JULY 
9.30 – 11.00 
 

Course 3. Tomasz Zarycki: Kresy. The Polish moving frontier or a 
nostalgic borderland myth? 
 

11.15 – 12.45 
 

Course 1. Steven Seegel: Large/Small Scales, Post-Maidan Sagas, 
Spatial Subjects/Agents of New Ukrainian History 
 

12.45 – 13.45 
 

Lunch 

14.00 – 17.00 
 

City-Walk  

THURSDAY, 4 JULY 
9.30 – 11.00 
 

Course 3. Tomasz Zarycki: The new borderland paradigm 

11.15 – 12.45 
 

Course 1. Steven Seegel: Critical Geography and Geopolitics, 
Cartography Studies  
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12.45 – 13.45 
 

Lunch 

14.00 – 15.30 Guest lecture 3. Yana Volkova: Diasporas in the Black Sea Region: 
trouble-makers or international dialog facilitators? 
  

16.00 – 17.30 
 

Study visit 
 
 
 

FRIDAY, 5 JULY 
9.30 – 11.00 Course 3. Tomasz Zarycki: The regional reform and the Eastern 

borderland of Poland 
 

11.15 – 12.45 Course 1. Steven Seegel: Our Capstone Discussion for the Summer 
Course.  
Presentation of Your Research  
 

12.45 – 13.45  
 

Lunch 

14.00 – 15.30 
 

Discussion and summing-up 

16.00 
 

Closing Reception 
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2. STUDY PROGRAM CONTENT 
 

Course 1. Mapping East European Empires 
Steven Seegel 
 
This 10-class advanced summer school course will focus on the political 
geography of imperial and national borders in the contact zones of the 
Ottoman-Russian-Habsburg triangle: how peoples of the region were 
transformed by lived modern and postmodern experiences of conflict and 
cooperation. Drawing from my research in historical geography and critical 
cartography, we will look at the meaning(s) of war and peace in borderlands, 
the devolution of multiethnic empires into imagined nation-states, and the 
“phantom” or fantastical qualities inherent to the act of border-making and 
mapping. All students are expected to read assignments in advance, bring 
texts each day to class, participate actively, lead two discussions on the 
readings for the day, and integrate scholarship into a presentation of their 
ongoing research by the end of our course. The presentation for our 
conference on the last day (July 6) should incorporate at least two of the main 
methods or historiographical schools we cover – so, for example, 
transnationalism, postcolonialism, new imperial history, comparative 
genocide studies, microhistory, critical geography/geopolitics, national 
indifference.  
*** Please note: Required readings are numbered (1, 2, 3, 4), and 
recommended optional readings are lettered (a, b, c, d). Obviously it will 
be impossible to read and know everything listed here before our classes 
begin; the more you know, and the more versed you are in journal, book 
review, and monograph literature, the better informed you will be for 
discussion. Once we start, you will have an opportunity not only to 
participate in debate, but also to lead class discussions and present your 
research in progress, in the form you choose. The course is what you make 
of it.  
 

Monday, June 24 
Class 1: Empires and Their Consequences 
Required readings: 

(1) Karen Barkey, “Thinking about Consequences of Empire,” in von Hagen and 
Barkey”, in After Empire: Multiethnic Societies and Nation-Building: The Soviet Union 
and the Russian, Ottoman, and Habsburg Empires (NY: Perseus Books, 1997), 99-
114.  
(2) Ronald G. Suny, “The Russian Empire,” in von Hagen and Barkey, 142-154.  
(3) Steven Seegel, Introduction to Mapping Europe’s Borderlands: Russian 
Cartography in the Age of Empire (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2012), 1-21.  
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Recommended optional readings: 
(a) Lieven, Dominic, Empire: The Russian Empire and Its Rivals. New Haven: Yale 
University Press, 2000.  

 

Tuesday, June 25 
Class 2: Postimperial Making/Unmaking of Nations: Civic/Ethnic, 
Identity/Subjecthood, “Unmixing” 
Required readings: 

(1) Rogers Brubaker, “Aftermaths of Empire and the Unmixing of Peoples,” in 
von Hagen and Barkey, eds., After Empire, 155-180.  

(2) Theodore R. Weeks, “Russification: Word and Practice,” Proceedings of the 
American Philosophical Society 148:4 (December 2004): 471-489.  

(3) Willard Sunderland on Benjamin Nathans, Beyond the Pale: The Jewish 
Encounter with Late Imperial Russia (Berkeley: University of California Press, 2002), 
H-Judaic Review (February 2004). 

Recommended optional readings: 
(a) Brubaker, Rogers, Ethnicity without Groups. Cambridge: Harvard University 

Press, 2006. 
(b) Murphy, Curtis G. From Citizens to Subjects: City, State, and the Enlightenment 

in Poland, Ukraine, and Belarus (Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 2018). 
(c) Snyder, Timothy. “The Elusive Civic Subject in Russian History,” Kritika: 

Explorations in Russian and Eurasian History 7:3 (Summer 2006): 609-617.  
 

Wednesday, June 26 
Class 3: Nationalism and National Indifference 
Required readings: 

(1) István Deák, “The Habsburg Empire,” in von Hagen and Barkey, After Empire, 
129-141.   

(2) Tara Zahra, “Imagined Noncommunities: National Indifference as a Category 
of Analysis,” Slavic Review 69:1 (Spring 2010): 93-119.   

(3) Pieter Judson, Introduction to The Habsburg Empire: A New History 
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 2006).   

Recommended optional readings:  
*** find your own reviews, online or in journals, of Zahra and Judson 
(a) Bjork, James. Neither German Nor Pole: Catholicism and National Indifference in 

a Central European Borderland. Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 2008.  
(b) Kamusella, Tomasz. The Politics of Language and Nationalism in Modern 

Europe. Basingstoke, UK: Palgrave Macmillan, 2008. 
(c) Van Ginderachter, Martin, and Jon Fox, eds., introduction to National 

Indifference and the History of Nationalism in Modern Europe. London: Routledge, 
2019.  

 
Thursday, June 27 
Class 4: Mapping Triangular Contact Zones and “Trans-Empire”  
Required readings: 

(1) James H. Meyer, Turks Across Empires: Marketing Muslim Identity in the 
Russian-Ottoman Borderlands, 1854-1914 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2014), 1-
20. 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1b5cx0wlVPeJJvUWzxor4AVgy3OgGTZvb
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1DQyJmuic60NHICc-4Cdtn44PVF8sMdun
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1rCARczijbFGfoQ6Eg3hhlx7bagpKPvzM


 
[11] 

 

(2) Steven Seegel, “Beauplan’s Prism: Represented Contact Zones and Nineteenth-
Century Mapping Practices in Ukraine,” in Blair A. Ruble and Dominique Arel, eds., 
Rebounding Identities: The Politics of Identity in Russia and Ukraine (Baltimore: Johns 
Hopkins University Press, 2006), 151-181.   

Recommended optional readings: 
(a) Antrim, Zayde. Mapping the Middle East. London: Reaktion Books, 2018. 

(excerpt on mapping Turkey)   
(b) Brummett, Palmira. Mapping the Ottomans: Sovereignty, Territory, and Identity 

in the Early Modern Mediterranean. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2015.  
(c) Case, Holly A. Between States: The Transylvanian Question and the European 

Idea during World War II. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2009. (chapter 2)   
(d) Mazower, Mark. Salonica, City of Ghosts: Christians, Muslims, and Jews, 1430-

1950. New York: Vintage Books, 2006.  
(e) Wolff, Larry. The Idea of Galicia: History and Fantasy in Habsburg Political 

Culture. Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2010.  
 
Friday, June 28  
Class 5: Perpetrators, Collaborators, Bystanders: “Lands in Between” 
into Bloodlands? 
Required readings: 

(1) Omer Bartov, review of Timothy Snyder’s Bloodlands, Slavic Review 70:2 
(Summer 2011): 424-428. 

(2) István Deák, review of Timothy Snyder’s Bloodlands, The New Republic, 
December 1, 2010,  

(3) Theodore W. Weeks, review of Alexander V. Prusin, The Lands Between: 
Conflict in the East European Borderlands, 1870-1992 (Oxford: Oxford University 
Press, 2010), H-HABSBURG (April 2011). 

(4) Oksana Dudko, review of Christoph Mick, Lemberg, Lwów, L’viv, 1914-1947: 
Violence and Ethnicity in a Contested City (West Lafayette, IN: Purdue University Press, 
2015), Ab Imperio 1/2017: 1-5.  

Recommended optional readings: 
(a) *** please read the book, if you have not read it yet: Snyder, Timothy. 

Bloodlands: Europe between Hitler and Stalin. New York: Basic Books, 2010. 
(b) *** also very useful, a vast compilation of pieces by contributors: Omer Bartov 

and Eric Weitz, eds., Shatterzone of Empires: Coexistence and Violence in the German, 
Habsburg, Russian, and Ottoman Borderlands. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 
2013. (introduction) 

 
Monday, July 1 
Class 6: Invented (or Inverted?) Pasts, Contested Spaces/Places 
Required readings: 

(1) Mark von Hagen, “Does Ukraine Have a History?” Slavic Review 54:3 (Autumn 
1995): 658-673.   

(2) Serhii Plokhy, “Quo Vadis Ukrainian History?” Introduction to Plokhy, ed., The 
Future of the Past: New Perspectives on Ukrainian History (Cambridge, Mass.: Harvard 
University Press, 2017).   

(3) Andrii Zayarnyuk, “Paradox Illusions,” review of Amar’s The Paradox of 
Ukrainian Lviv: A Borderland City between Stalinists, Nazis, and Nationalists (Ithaca: 
Cornell University Press, 2015), in Ab Imperio 2/2016: 436-452.    

Recommended optional readings: 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1K_FAy0rLGiYpfEnN8pPjFV5aanW3j2fK
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1NWel7uyCBurCckZaG7-NYds09F-BuS8j
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1O13hH1zJkib8OkZLfjdPyWyuoVbQH3RP
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ZHnrPXJ1glZn8Cwr_Ux1gjJqVwtw-jeO
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ioQvvT1hujaHaoglyxH7EuASAvh6g2VV
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1pA3dGRWxSPpMh3SciNkOJ6_QFHUqLSbH
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(a) Amar, Tarik. The Paradox of Ukrainian Lviv: A Borderland City between 
Stalinists, Nazis, and Nationalists. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2015.  

(b) Bilenky, Serhiy. Imperial Urbanism in the Borderlands: Kyiv, 1800-1905. 
Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 2018.  

(c) Kuzmany, Börries. Brody: A Galician Border City in the Long Nineteenth Century. 
Leiden: Brill, 2017.  

(d) Hillis, Faith. Children of Rus’: Right-Bank Ukraine and the Invention of a Russian 
Nation. Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2013. introduction  

 
Tuesday, July 2  
Class 7: Transnational Microhistory, Biography, and the Life Story 
Required readings: 

(1) Zaur Gasimov, “The Turkish Wall: Turkey as an Anti-Communist and Anti-
Russian Bulwark in the Twentieth Century,” in Liliya Berezhnaya and Heidi Hein-
Kircher, eds., Rampart Nations: Bulwark Myths of East European Multiconfessional 
Societies in the Age of Nationalism (New York: Berghahn Books, 2019), chapter 7. 

(2) Robert Nemes, Introduction and chapter 1, Another Hungary: The Eighteenth-
Century Provinces in Eight Lives (Stanford: Stanford University Press, 2016). 

(3) Willard Sunderland, introduction to The Baron’s Cloak: A History of the Russian 
Empire in War and Revolution (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 2014), 1-9. 

(4) Steven Seegel, review of Sunderland’s The Baron’s Cloak, in The American 
Historical Review 120:1 (February 2015): 181-183. 

Recommended optional readings: 
(a) Holmgren, Beth. Starring Madame Modjeska: On Tour in Poland and America. 

Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2011. 
(b) Snyder, Timothy. The Red Prince: The Secret Lives of a Habsburg Archduke. New 

York: Basic Books, 2009.  
(c) Sunderland, Willard, and Norris, Stephen A., eds. Russia’s People of Empire: Life 

Stories from Eurasia, 1500 to the Present. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 
2012. introduction.  

(d) Thompson, Mark. Birth Certificate: The Story of Danilo Kiš. Ithaca: Cornell 
University Press, 2013.  

 
Wednesday, July 3  
Class 8: Large/Small Scales, Post-Maidan Sagas, Spatial 
Subjects/Agents of New Ukrainian History 
Required readings: 

(1) Andrii Portnov, “Post-Maidan Europe and the New Ukrainian Studies,” Slavic 
Review 74:4 (Winter 2015): 723-731.   

(2) Marci Shore, “Likes Don’t Count” and “It Was My Choice,” in The Ukrainian 
Night: An Intimate History of Revolution (New Haven: Yale University Press, 2017), 29-
36, 57-64.   

(3) Kate Brown, “Likes Don’t Count,” review of Shore’s The Ukrainian Night, in 
Times Literary Supplement, January 31, 2018.   

(4) Steven Seegel, Review of Komska and Kacandes, eds., Eastern Europe 
Unmapped, in Zeitschrift für Ostmitteleuropa-Forschung / Journal of East Central 
European Studies (2018) 67:3: 457-458.   

Recommended optional readings: 
(a) Auerbach, Karen. The House at Ujazdowskie 16: Jewish Families in Warsaw after 

the Holocaust. Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 2013.  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1on9U85rM3v_wdlyjL2O7aU15Gixzyyi0
https://drive.google.com/open?id=17f7COIjQltJNE9iwS-JgK0VwW5RdAc_a
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1_AJcb_efU0_wTxlq3TbLSHjNuFLVX1Ap
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1q3sxm8PBlnMdPFZWsrB5d49UAp68PF-u
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(b) Komska, Yuliya, and Irene Kacandes, eds., Introduction to Eastern Europe 
Unmapped: Beyond Borders and Peripheries. New York: Berghahn Books, 2017, 1-28.   

(c) Slezkine, Yuri. The House of Government: A Saga of the Russian Revolution. 
Princeton: Princeton University Press, 2017.  

 
Thursday, July 4 
Class 9:  Critical Geography and Geopolitics, Cartography Studies  
Required readings: 

(1) Marlene Laruelle and Ellen Rivera, “Imagined Geographies of Central and 
Eastern Europe: The Concept of Intermarium,” IERES Occasional Papers, George 
Washington University, March 2019.    

(2) Steven Seegel, intro, chapter 1, and conclusion from Map Men: Transnational 
Lives and Deaths of Geographers in the Making of East Central Europe (Chicago: 
University of Chicago Press, 2018).   

(3) Sumathi Ramaswamy, “Art on the Line: Cartography and Creativity in a 
Divided World,” in James R. Akerman, ed., Decolonizing the Map: Cartography from 
Colony to Nation (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2017), 284-338.   

Recommended optional readings: 
(a) Edney, Matthew. Cartography: The Ideal and Its History. Chicago: University of 

Chicago Press, 2019.  
(b) Suslov, Mikhail, and Bassin, Mark, eds. Eurasia 2.0: Russian Geopolitics in the 

Age of New Media.  Lanham, MD: Lexington Books, 2016. introduction   
(c) Toal, Gerard. Near Abroad: Putin, the West, and the Contest over Ukraine and the 

Caucasus. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2017.  
 
Friday, July 5 
Class 10: FINAL DAY CONFERENCE 
Our Capstone Discussion for the Summer Course 
Presentation of Your Research  
  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=17EVZQ7eJocKR8cTUAwhlPCZSdxqtbFWw
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Sbl9SNf30Vq6liq9WkIOdrug2_I4ACa1
https://drive.google.com/open?id=17O6Xtgeexm0sbVLs6puxBuFGEfbGQH9a
https://drive.google.com/open?id=11kOZdbOlEHgpGUvN8vWLdukxmdMHS64d
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1SWHbMAd1ZF3MMPlLyHETLuuJmss70OOu
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Course 2. Analyzing Borderland Cultures: Methods and Questions 
Mayhill Fowler 
 

Borderlands, as Omer Bartov and Eric Weitz note in Shatterzone of Empires, 
are “places of interaction.” Borders are constructed, imagined, maintained, 
negotiated and contested, in the practices, policies, and ideas of those 
interacting—whether in the halls of power in the imperial capital, or the far-
flung posts of the borders themselves. Borders are imagined, and yet borders 
are only too real. While Bartov and Weitz focus on the violence that is so 
often part of these interactions, this course broadens our lens to examine 
borderlands as places of creativity, as well as destruction. What is it about 
borderlands that make them such intriguing and innovative spaces? 
Questions we will explore include: what is borderland culture, or culture of 
the borderlands? Who creates a border, in representation, in meaning, in 
worldview? How do borders shape cultures, and how do cultures shape 
borders? Where might borders lie inside communities, and how much may 
gender, race, and class create borders, as much as geopolitics? How might 
we address these questions in the Russian, Soviet, and Ukrainian context? 
To pursue these questions, we will acquire a toolbox for doing cultural 
history. Cultural history involves analyzing, articulating, and defining how 
people ascribe meaning to various ideas, objects, and practices—cultural 
historians of the borderlands are interested in how people ascribe meaning 
to borders, how borders emerge from social practices, and how political 
borders may or may not foster different worldviews, among other questions. 
Cultural history will help you build a palette of methods and questions that 
will be useful for your further work as an academic or practitioner.   
Our meetings will include intensive discussion of readings, some focused on 
Ukraine/Soviet Union/Russian Empire, others on other regions. While I will 
lecture at some points, our class is a space for you to explore writing, 
presenting, and thinking about these issues as a group. In this space we will 
do small group discussions, we may do informal in-class writing, and 
individual students will do short presentations. These are all skills you will 
use in your careers in academia and beyond. This is a summer school, and 
you may not read all the texts, or participate in all class activities—what you 
put into the class is what you will get out of it. I hope to offer intriguing 
readings and questions, and look forward to our discussions. Throughout the 
course we will develop a class bibliography you can take away with you on 
borderland cultures. 
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Monday, June 24 
Class 1: How should we talk about culture? 
Required: 

*William H. Sewell, Jr., "The Concept(s) of Culture," in Victoria Bonnell and Lynn Hunt, eds., 
Beyond the Cultural Turn (Berkeley: U of California Press, 1999), 35-61. (A dense text—
please read carefully and we will cover extensively in class)   

Optional: 
For each class I have listed optional readings. My hope is we will have one student presenting 

each optional reading—the presenter will read the article/chapter and present the 
important points to the class in a brief 5 minutes maximum presentation. That way, we’ll 
cover lots of material without spending all our time locked in our rooms reading! I myself 
will present the reading below :-) Then I’ll ask for volunteers for our next classes… 

Peter Burke, What is Cultural History? (London: Polity, 2008), 6-19. (background reading) 
 
Tuesday, June 25 
Class 2: How should we talk about culture in borderlands? 
Required: 

* C. A. Bayly, Sven Beckert, Matthew Connelly, Isabel Hofmeyr, Wendy Kozol, Patricia 
Seed, “AHR Conversation: On Transnational History,” The American Historical 
Review, Volume 111, Issue 5, December 2006: 1441–1464. (Think about how this 
conversation relates to our region)   

Optional: 
Philipp Ther, "The transnational Paradigm of Historiography and its Potential for 

Ukrainian History," in Grigory Kasianov and Philip Ther, Ukraine: A Landscape of 
Transnational History (2009), 81-114. (An attempt to relate “transnational” 
history to our region)   

B. Yun-Casalilla, “‘Localism’, Global History and Transnational History. A Reflection 
from the Historian of Early Modern Europe,” Historisk Tidskrift no. 4 (2007) Vol. 
127: 659-88. (a useful challenge to the above readings)   

Mayhill Fowler, "Mikhail Bulgakov, Mykola Kulish, and Soviet Theater: How Internal 
Transnationalism Remade Center and Periphery," Kritika: Explorations in Russian 
and Eurasian History, vol. 16, no. 2 (Spring 2015), 263-290. (My attempt at 
transnational history in our region)  

 
Wednesday, June 26 
Class 3: More borders than borderlands 
Required: 

* Beth Holmgren, "War, Women, and Song: The Case of Hanna Ordonowna," Aspasia, 
vol. 2 (2010): 139-154. (On gender)   

 *Pierre Bourdieu, Distinction: A Social Critique of the Judgment of Taste, trans. Richard 
Nice (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1984), 1-7. (On class, cultural 
capital, and “invisible” borders)   

Optional: 
Maria Bucur, “An Archipelago of Stories: Gender History in Eastern Europe,” The 

American Historical Review, Volume 113, Issue 5, December 2008, 1375–1389 
(general overview on gender).   

 Katarzyna Kosmala, ed. Sexing the Border: Gender, Art, and New Media in Central and 
Eastern Europe (Cambridge: Cambridge U Press, 2014), 1-10. (ways gender and 
sexuality create and challenge borders)   

 
 

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1_zJLhj5oerKAH-FmYHcyF_C4mR4SuBGQ
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1hVcfzj2DQV4N_XGTwXmGaVpriCz69THL
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1oTf_JHTpNWCSD4zIN-zOW6uG4CSFHGaM
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1blCvwLcYHgCxFCfI5uKV7QxcElaLkMRK
https://drive.google.com/open?id=17uuEXhbzv812Yh6t75hTEPmHG-luLmDe
https://drive.google.com/open?id=13TunbY3KSZlMhfPNBOlkiGcYtZ8oFfRc
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1OdFU8TC0KGBebk25VxWlc12w7ZAwsAQ1
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1uakliaPdh2RU7NxX5-fB8znz1BAcVMHm
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Thursday, June 27 
Class 4: Does art build bridges or walls in borderland regions?  
Required: 

*Gregor von Rezzori, “Skushno” in Memoirs of an Anti-Semite (NYC: Vintage, 1991), 
1-68. (A beautiful borderland text about borderlands)   

Optional: 
Czeslaw Milosz, “Nationalities” in Native Realm: A Search for Self-Definition (NYC: 

Farrar, Straus, Giroux, 2002), 91-107.   
 Zygmunt Bauman, "Culture in a Uniting Europe" (think about this in relation to 

the above texts)   
 Christopher Balme, "The Bandmann Circuit: Theatrical Networks in the First Age 

of Globalization," Theatre Research International, 40/1 (2015), 19-36. (offering 
another option for creativity in borderland spaces, which are so often parts of 
empires) 

 
Friday, June 28  
Class 5: Why are borderlands creative? 
Required: 

*Seth L. Wolitz, "Vitebsk versus Bezalel: A Jewish Kulturkampf in the Plastic Arts," 
in Zvi Gitelman, ed., The Emergence of Modern Jewish Politics: Bundism and Zionism 
(2003), 151-177.   

 *Caroline Humphrey, ed., Post-Cosmopolitan Cities: Explorations of Urban 
Coexistence (2012), 1-16.   

Optional: 
Harsha Ram, "Modernism on the periphery: Literary life in post-revolutionary 

Tbilisi," Kritika: Explorations in Russian and Eurasian History 5/2 (Spring 2004), 367-
382.   

 Michael Pollack, “Cultural Innovation and Social Identity in Fin-de-siecle Vienna,” 
Jews, Antisemitism and Culture in Vienna, ed. Ivar Oxaal, Michael Pollack, and Gerhard 
Botz (London: Routledge, 1987).   

 Mayhill C. Fowler, "Jews, Ukrainians, Soviets?: Backstage in the Yiddish Theaters 
of Soviet Ukraine," Jewish Culture and History, vol. 18, no. 2 (Spring 2017): 152-169.   

 
Friday, June 28  
Class 6: Can we “practice” the borderland? 
Required: 

*Krzysztof Czyzewski, “Line of Return: Practicing "The Borderland" In Dialogue 
With Czeslaw Milosz,” Michigan Quarterly Review, Fall 2007 (46: 4): 530 – 555.   

Optional: 
Elzbieta Matynia, “The promise of borderlands,” International Journal of Politics, 

Culture, and Society 2011 vol. 24(1-2): 75-81.   
Pamela Ballinger, “Whatever Happened to Eastern Europe?: Revisiting Europe’s 

Eastern Peripheries,” East European Politics and Societies 31:1 (February 2017): 44–
67.   

Kate Brown, A Biography of No Place: From Ethnic Borderland to Soviet Heartland 
(Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 2004), 1-17.   

Anna Elena Torres, “Stealing the Border: A Reflection on Teaching Yiddish 
Borderlands Literature,” In geveb (September 2018).    

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1sUI8Hdb7pmnndYyYkqUI9WIJ4AyFCw-e
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1sXzYcqJ6f81MWDYgXjZx6mpipIxsqBoX
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1T_8VKZnUMVCEGF_MLJKUBtL0CPMMjHY5
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1fM_0f9S0K0qZczM00-M0udjKIYDsaZWx
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1mh50y1j1jiqB5hCtUxHs8EktP_5N0EQl
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1EKpgpe1RuOqBhuYNlQt_TtYpa47YhG-o
https://drive.google.com/open?id=12HqVZJd9IfAyyvhm_RNnoHv9J0eyBW6Y
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1b_g_z3z_qLpzIcUo71pxgYHrms3lb6wb
https://drive.google.com/open?id=171Zf6K2neBGYR7ZaYalq7gE0ydqIkA1-
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1Lha9uQc_7bWfMSzbZBdnPVo_aYNpxFF3
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1nTcKlzMi7O5SIWh3Yc0jHSnxqzWOLGZg
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1GmwLLk4lJbwc737-d6_35_v4ZIBMu8t2


 
[17] 

 

Course 3. Historical and International Perspectives on Real and 
Phantom Borders in Eastern Europe 
Tomasz Zarycki 
 

The course will offer a perspective on broadly understood borderlands in 
the context of regionalism and regionalization, both in national and 
international scale. The key case study will be Poland, both in terms of its 
current policies and regional structures, as well as in terms of borderlands 
imagined by the Polish elites. The course will start with introduction of the 
dependence theory and related perspectives, including the post-colonial 
theory and other critical approaches on which most of the proposed insights 
will relay.  The case of Poland will be used, among others, in order to 
illustrate possible the uses of historical heritage in regional and 
international identity politics. At the same time the context of objective, 
historically produced differentiation will be discussed, in particular 
produced by the historical borders which are known for their lasting 
consequences in defining the structure of the Polish space.  Different 
dimensions of dependence and differentiation including political, economic 
and cultural will be identified in order to analyze the making, functioning 
and inertia of borders and borderlands in Poland. The course will also 
discuss the two opposite types of what can be called borderlands discourse. 
First its old, traditional Polish version which functions in reference to the 
eastern borderland, the Kresy or Eastern Limits discourse. On the other hand 
the new borderlands discourse, in particular in its liberal vision of open 
space of flows and diversity. Finally the course will conclude with discussion 
of making of the identity of the Polish eastern regions, including their 
dilemmas and challenges in adapting the old and new borderlands 
discourses.  
 

Monday, July 1 
Class 1: Centers and peripheries. Concepts and practice of dependence, 
orientalism, post-colonialism in Central and Eastern Europe 
Required: 

Zarycki, T. (2014) Ideologies of Eastness in Central and Eastern Europe, London: 
Routledge. 

CHAPTER 1: Central and Eastern Europe and the Idea of the East, 1-15. 
CHAPTER 2: Central and Eastern Europe in a Center-Periphery Perspective, 16-

31.  
Optional: 

Böröcz, J. (2006) 'Goodness Is Elsewhere: The Rule of European Difference', 
Comparative Studies in Society and History, 48(1): 110-138. 



 
[18] 

 

Melegh, A. (2006) On the East-West slope: Globalization, narration, racism and 
discourses on Central and Eastern Europe, Budapest, New York: CEU Press, 97-126, 
189-198. 

 
Tuesday, July 2  
Class 2:  Historical heritage and regional identities in Poland. The 
context of phantom borders and electoral geography in international 
comparative perspective. 
Required: 

Zarycki, T. (2015) 'The electoral geography of Poland: between stable spatial 
structures and their changing interpretations', Erdkunde, 69(2): 107-124.   

Optional: 
Zarycki, T. (2007) 'History and regional development. A controversy over the 

‘right’ interpretation of the role of history in the development of the Polish regions', 
Geoforum, 38: 485–493.   

Bukowski, P. (2018) How history matters for student performance. lessons from 
the Partitions of Poland. Journal of Comparative Economics, 136-175:   

 
Wednesday, July 3  
Class 3: Kresy. The Polish moving frontier or a nostalgic borderland 
myth? 
Required: 

Zarycki, T. (2014) Ideologies of Eastness in Central and Eastern Europe, London: 
Routledge. 

CHAPTER 6: The Kresy (Old Borderlands) Discourse and its Critics, pp. 115-151. 
Optional: 

Bakuła, B. (2007) 'Colonial and Postcolonial Aspects of Polish Discourse on 
Eastern "Borderlands"'. in: Korek, J. (ed.) From sovietology to postcoloniality: Poland 
and Ukraine from a postcolonial perspective, Stockholm: Södertörns högskola, 41-57.   

 
Thursday, July 4 
Class 4:  The new borderland paradigm  
Required: 

Zarycki, T. (2014) Ideologies of Eastness in Central and Eastern Europe, London: 
Routledge. 

CHAPTER 7:  The New Borderlands Discourse, 152-174. 
 Optional: 

Best, U. (2007) Transgression as a Rule. German-Polish Cross-border Cooperation, 
Border Discourse and EU-enlargement, Berlin: LIT Verlag, 1-26, 224-264.  

 
Friday, July 5 
Class 5: The regional reform and the Eastern borderland of Poland 
Required: 

Zarycki, T. (2014) Ideologies of Eastness in Central and Eastern Europe, London: 
Routledge. 

CHAPTER 8: Constructing New Identities for Eastern Poland, pp. 175-228.   
Optional:  

Blavascunas, E. (2010) 'Imaginative geography at the forested Polish/Belarusian 
borderland', Annus Albaruthenicus, 2010/11, 59-74.   

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1ZKPA0e98dr6HNeSh1V0E3RmzVUt_V8TP
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1AoaGRD_4uOIv1cfSmJbz5v6ECoKDqH_g
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1KgarfPNK7HLgAN0Aoaaf_O_-gba70KmG
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1l7cdahqyRXn3Q0lez_863OemTK4hMJp8
https://drive.google.com/file/d/12cjchd2jJWbxxFT5Qg6G7o64poTFZX66/view?usp=sharing
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Guest Lectures 
 

Monday, June 24 
Guest lecture 1. Olga Filipova: Whose is Kharkiv: (de)secularization, 
glocalization and symbolic marking of the city's space 
Required: 

Elise Giuliano, Olga Fillipova, Mapping Popular Attitudes in Kharkiv, Paper 
prepared for PONARS Eurasia academic workshop, 1-21. 

Optional:  
Tatiana Zhurzhenko, “The Fifth Kharkiv,” New Eastern Europe, May-August No 3-

4 (XVII)/2015, 30-37. 
Olga Filippova, Margrethe B. Søvik,"Images of Languages and the Politics of 

Language and Identity in Ukraine: The Burden of the Past and Contestation in the 
Present", Ab Imperio 2/2005: 369-392. 

Tatiana Zhurzhenko, “Capital of Despair” Holodomor Memory and Political 
Conflicts in Kharkiv after the Orange Revolution”, East European Politics and Societies 
2011 25: 597-639.  

Margrethe B. Søvik, Support, resistance and pragmatism An examination of 
motivation in language policy in Kharkiv, Ukraine (Stockholm, 2007). 

 

Tuesday, July 2  
Guest Lecture 2. Annika Frieberg: Illusions and Realities of Conflict 
Resolution in Borderland Areas: Polish-German Relations in the 
Postwar Era 
Required: 

Bruno Charbonneau and Geneviéve Parent, Introduction: Peacebuilding, Healing, 
Reconciliation, in Peacebuilding, Memory and Reconciliation: Bridging Top-down and 
Bottom-up Perspectives, eds. Bruno Charbonneau and Geneviéve Parent. Routledge, 
2012, 1-16.  

Annika Frieberg, "Forget and forgive? Central European memory cultures, models 
of reconciliation and Polish-German Relations in Reconciling with the Past. in 
Resources and Obstacles in a Global Perspective. eds. Annika Frieberg and Martin 
Chung, Routledge, 2017, 41-53. 

 

Thursday, July 4 
Guest lecture 3. Yana Volkova: Diasporas in the Black Sea Region: 
trouble-makers or international dialog facilitators? 
Required: 

Alan Gamlen, “Diaspora Engagement Policies: What are they, and what kinds of 
states use them?”, Working Paper No. 32 (University of Oxford, 2006), 1-32.   

Optional:  
Rogers Brubaker, “Accidental Diasporas and External "Homelands" in Central and 

Eastern Europe: Past and Present”, IHS Political Science Series 71, (October 2000).   
Khachig Tölölyan, “Diaspora studies Past, present and promise”, Working Papers 

Paper 55, April 2012, 1-14.  
  

https://drive.google.com/open?id=1D2feJyF1ghdsdZP0YWZJXRKX7SQVYd8Y
https://drive.google.com/open?id=17Wf2kEgmkBNZRu-SEbUM65auR3oD5LL7
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3. LECTURERS 
 

 

Ievgeniia Gubkina is an architect, architectural historian, 
curator of architectural and art projects, educational events. 
She is a co-founder of the NGO Urban Forms Center and 
women’s avant-garde movement Modernistki. She 
graduated from Kharkiv National Academy of Municipal 
Economy with a Master’s degree in urban planning. She 
developed and guided the tour “Linear City” in Kharkiv. Since 
2012 she has been a consultant for Ukrainian Weeks of 
Constructivism in Zaporizhzhia. Participated in conferences 
and gave lectures in Rotterdam, Tubingen, Chicago, Yerevan, 
Gdynia, Vilnius, Moscow, Cambridge, Dunaujvaros, Florence 
and in many cities of Ukraine. Ievgeniia is an author of a 
number of publications, including articles in 
Architekturführer. Kiew (DOM Publishers), Utopia & Collapse: 
Rethinking Metsamor (Park Books AG), ERA21, The Calvert 
Journal, Springerin. In 2015 her own book Architectural 
Guide. Slavutych was published by DOM Publishers in 
Germany. She is a co-author of the study and the book 
released in 2019 Soviet Modernism. Brutalism. Post-
Modernism. Buildings and Structures in Ukraine 1955-1991. 
 

 
 

Olga Filippova is Associate professor of sociology at V.N. 
Karazin Kharkiv National University. She received a 
Candidate of Science degree in sociology from Kharkiv 
National University. She has published her works in 
Ukrainian, Russian and English on such topics as politics of 
identity, citizenship; politics of memory and social 
(re)construction of the past; border studies; post-socialist 
transformations; cyber-ethnography; and childhood issue. 
The geographical area of her specialization is the Former 
Soviet Union, with focus on Ukraine and Transnistria. Her 
publications appeared in Europe-Asia Studies; The Journal of 
Communist Studies and Transition Politics; Journal of 
American Academy of Religion; Ab Imperio; The Anthropology 
of East Europe Review: Central Europe, East Europe and 
Eurasia.  
Since 2001 she participated in different international and 
multidisciplinary research projects, and recently as a team 
leader she coordinated work of the Kharkiv university’ 
research group in the international projects on border 
studies ‘Migration, Borders and Regional Stability in the EU’s 
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Eastern Neighborhood’ (2010-2012) and FP7 
‘EUBORDERSCAPES: Bordering, Political Landscapes and 
Social Arenas: Potentials and Challenges of Evolving Border 
Concepts in a post-Cold War World’ (2012-2016), 
Accommodation of regional diversity in Ukraine (2018-
2020). 
 

 
 

Mayhill C. Fowler (Ph.D. Princeton) is associate professor of 
history at Stetson University, where she also directs the 
program in Russian, East European, and Eurasian Studies. 
She teaches and researches the cultural history of Ukraine, 
and has published widely on Les Kurbas and the Berezil, 
Yiddish theater, film, and the arts in Ukraine, broadly 
conceived. Her first book, Beau Monde at Empire's Edge: State 
and Stage in Soviet Ukraine (Toronto, 2017), tells the story of 
the making of culture both Soviet and Ukrainian through a 
collective biography of young artists and officials in the 
1920s and 1930s. Her second project, The Military-
Entertainment Complex in the USSR: Theater on the 
Frontlines of Socialism, investigates how we entertain 
soldiers, through the lens of the former Red Army Theater in 
Lviv. She also works on Soviet actresses and 19th century 
itinerant theater troupes. She was a postdoctoral fellow at 
Harvard and the University of Toronto, and holds an MFA 
from the National Theater Conservatory. She will be a 
Fulbright Research Scholar in Ukraine 2019-2020. 
 

 
 

Annika Frieberg, originally from Sweden, studied Modern 
and Central European History at the University of North 
Carolina-Chapel Hill. She teaches courses in 19th and 20th 
century European and East European history. Her research 
and teaching interests center on war and genocide, gender, 
conflict resolution, media, national, and transnational 
questions in Central Europe. She has published several 
articles, including “Reconciliation Remembered. Early 
Activists and the Polish-German Relations” in Re-Mapping 
Polish-German Memory, which was published by Indiana 
University Press in 2011. She is also the co-editor of 
Reconciliing with the Past: Resources and Obstacles in a Global 
Perspective published by Routledge in 2017. Dr. Frieberg's 
book Peace at All Costs: Transnational Networks and Media in 
post-war Polish-German Relations under contract with 
Berghahn Books will appear in the summer of 2019. 
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Steven Seegel is Professor of Russian, East European, and 
Eurasian history at the University of Northern Colorado. He 
is a host at the New Books Network (NBN) series of podcasts, 
which now reaches a million downloads monthly. His 
internationally acclaimed books include Map Men: 
Transnational Lives and Deaths of Geographers in the Making 
of East Central Europe (U of Chicago Press, 2018), Ukraine 
under Western Eyes (Harvard U Press, 2013), and Mapping 
Europe's Borderlands: Russian Cartography in the Age of 
Empire (University of Chicago Press, 2012). He contributes 
to Chicago's international history of cartography series and 
has translated 300+ entries from Russian and Polish for the 
US Holocaust Memorial Museum's Encyclopedia of Camps 
and Ghettos, 1933-1945. He is a former director at Harvard 
of its Ukrainian Research Institute's summer school and 
exchange program. 
 

 
 

Yana Volkova is an Associate Professor at the Department of 
International Relations of Odessa Mechnikov National 
University. Having obtained her Master’s degree in 
international relations, she worked on Turkish diaspora 
engagement policy during her PhD program and obtained a 
PhD in Political Science in 2018. Initially being interested in 
Turkish diaspora, her work currently focuses on diaspora 
and identity studies, migration, nationalism and 
transnationalism, specifically in the Black Sea Region. This is 
reflected in numerous publications in Ukrainian and 
international journals. She is also a member of the 
Horizon2020 project titled "Knowledge exchange and 
academic cultures in the humanities. Europe and the Black 
Sea Region", where she researches migration flows in the 
region and its role in the process of knowledge exchange and 
political development of the region. In her spare time, she 
likes painting and practicing yoga. 
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Tomasz Zarycki is Professor and Director of the Robert 
Zajonc Institute for Social Studies at the University of 
Warsaw, Poland. He holds a “habilitation” degree in 
sociology from the Institute for Philosophy and Sociology of 
the Polish Academy of Sciences in Warsaw. His research 
focuses on the sociology of politics, sociology of culture, 
sociology of knowledge, critical sociology and discourse 
analysis with a particular focus on Polish and Eastern 
European societies. His latest book in English is Ideologies of 
Eastness in Central and Eastern Europe (Routledge, 2014). 
His earlier books include: Gra peryferyjna: Polska politologia 
w globalnym polu nauk społecznych (A Peripheral Game: 
Polish Political Sciences in the Global Field of Social Sciences, 
co-authored with Tomasz Warczok, Warszawa, 2016), Totem 
inteligencki: Arystokracja, szlachta i ziemiaństwo w polskiej 
przestrzeni społecznej (An Intelligentsia’s Totem: 
Aristocracy, nobility and landowners in the Polish social 
space, co-authored with Rafała Smoczyński, Warszawa, 
2017), Peryferie. Nowe ujęcia zależności centro-peryferyjnych 
(Peripheries. New approaches to centre-periphery relations, 
Warsaw: Scholar, 2009), Kapitał kulturowy. Inteligencja w 
Polsce i Rosji (Cultural Capital. The Intelligentsia in Poland 
and Russia, Warszawa 2008), New Regional Identities and 
Strategic Essentialism. Case studies from Poland, Italy and 
Germany (co-author, Münster: LIT Verlag, 2007), Region jako 
kontekst zachowań politycznych, (Region as a Context of 
Political Behavior”, Warszawa, 2002). His articles appeared 
in such journals as Communist and Post-Communist Studies, 
East European Politics and Societies, Europe-Asia Studies, 
GeoForum, Journal of Communist Studies and Transition 
Politics, Kultura i Społeczeństwo, Russian Education & Society, 
Theory and Society and several others.  
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4. PARTICIPANTS 

 

 
 

Yuliya Abibok is a freelance journalist and a PhD 
candidate from Donetsk, Ukraine. She lives and works 
in Kyiv, Ukraine. Her research interests are related to 
media discourses on group conflicts and identities. 
 

 
 

James E. Baker is a doctoral student in Geography at 
the University of Nebraska – Lincoln. He takes a broadly 
cross-disciplinary view of critical human geography, 
approaching the study of materiality and the social 
lives and relationships shared between narratives of 
place, mobilities, and the practice of (geo)politics 
through spatial ethnographic and visual methods. 
James earned his M.A. in Geography from University of 
Nebraska at Omaha, where he completed his Masters’ 
Thesis, “The Bloodshot Gaze of the Citizen,” deploying 
grounded theory to explore the commemorative spaces 
and affective discourses of post-Soviet Azerbaijan. His 
present research centers on using situational analysis 
and visual grounded theory methodologies to unpack 
how constructions of victimhood and revanchist 
rhetoric articulate ‘standard stories’ told through maps 
and visual codes, and their roles in border discourses. 
James is a recipient of a 2013 Critical Language 
Scholarship (Azerbaijan University of Languages, 
Baku), a Title VIII Grant, and will be arriving in Kharkiv 
hot on the heels of a workshop on teaching the South 
Caucasus, hosted by University of Illinois’ Russian, East 
European, and Eurasian Center. 
 

 

Rusudan Beridze holds a MA degree in Social Sciences 
from the University of Düsseldorf, Germany (2007), 
and a BA degree in International Relations from the 
Tbilisi State University, Georgia. Currently, she is PhD 
student at the Ilia State University and is active as 
researcher at Caucasus Civic Education and Initiatives 
Centre.  
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 During her professional career, Rusudan has been 
working as a researcher and coordinator for different 
employers, among others for the Friedrich-Naumann-
Foundation for Freedom, Institute for the Study of 
Nationalism and Conflicts as well as a free-lancer for 
the Caucasus Institute for Peace, Democracy and 
Development and for the Caucasus Research Resource 
Center in the projects related to the participation, 
regional dialogue and development. 
Her main scholarly interest is in the sphere of identity, 
minority and borderland studies, collective memory, 
and nationalism. 
 

 
 

Anna Bondarenko has graduated with honors from 
School of History of V. N. Karazin Kharkiv National 
University (2010 – BA; 2011 - MA). In 2005 she 
defended Ph.D. thesis and received a degree in 
Candidate of Historical Sciences. During 2015-2016 she 
worked as an assistant professor at Kharkiv National 
University of Internal Affairs. Since 2016 she works as 
an assistant professor at V. N. Karazin Kharkiv National 
University. 
 

 
 

Elsa Court study MA Conflict Studies & Human Rights 
at the Utrecht University. Her research focuses on 
social boundaries and Orthodoxy in contemporary 
Ukraine. After completing BA International Studies at 
Leiden University (with a regional specialization of 
Eastern Europe), she spent last summer as an intern at 
the Kyiv Post, Ukraine's main English-language 
newspaper. She then volunteered for three weeks with 
GoGlobal, a Ukrainian NGO that trains and sends 
English speakers to rural regions to assist in teaching 
an English summer school. She is now writing my thesis 
on the unification of the Orthodox Church of Ukraine 
and how this impacts rural Moscow Patriarchy 
parishes in the north-west of the country. Part-time she 
is also an intern at PAX, a Dutch NGO that works with 
local partners in conflict-affected societies around the 
world, including communities situated along the 
contact line in Donbas. 
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Hasmik Ghazaryan is a political scientist. She serves as 
Project Coordinator at CARD Foundation. Her research 
interests include Political Conflicts, Constitutional 
Reforms, Political Parties, Democratic transformations. 
She enjoys doing research and participating in various 
international projects to exchange experience and 
share my knowledge. 
 

 
 

Mykola Haievoi is an independent researcher. He 
graduated with a bachelor's degree in history from 
Uzhhorod National University. Earned Master`s degree 
in history from Ukrainian Catholic University. Received 
additional specialization from public history in 
Ukrainian Catholic University. He also completed the 
course “War, Violence and Gender in the 20th Century” 
in the Center for Urban History of East Central Europe. 
 

 

Alina Mozolevska is an Associate Professor of Institute 
of Philology at Petro Mohyla Black Sea State University 
in Mykolaiv, Ukraine. She has obtained PhD in 
Linguistics with a major in Romance Languages from 
Taras Shevchenko National University in Kyiv, Ukraine 
(2014). Her doctoral thesis was focused on a complex 
linguistic analysis of French media discourse. 
 

 
 

Hanna Protasova has graduated from the National 
University of Kyiv-Mohyla Academy (MA in 
Comparative Literature). Her PhD project deals with 
the History of Ukrainian Literature of the 1920s-1940s. 
Simultaneously, she has been working as journalist and 
editor in several Ukrainian print and online media, 
including "Krytyka" magazine and publishing house 
(Kyiv, Ukraine). She has participated in international 
media projects and literary festivals, and she is 
particularly interested in the issue of Ukrainian-
Russian bilingualism, its social reception and 
representation in contemporary Ukrainian media, and 
social media. 
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Bradley Reynolds is a Doctoral student in Social 
Sciences at the University of Helsinki He grew up in 
Colorado, USA, but has lived in Finland since 2015. 
Academically he strives to eventually become a 
historian and an area studies expert with a focus on 
Europe and Russia 

 

Alexandra Seidlová, after completing Bachelor's 
Geography and Cartography study program at the 
Charles University's Department of Social Geography 
and Regional Development, went to Finland for 5 
months of Border Studies program under the Erasmus 
+ initiative. In 2016 she continued back at the Charles 
University with the Master's study program of Regional 
and Political Geography which she has finished in 2018. 
Since then she continues in the same field with PhD 
studies and specializes in the Eastern borders of the EU. 
 

 
 

Mariana Senkiv is a Candidate of Geographical 
Sciences, Lecturer at the Department of Tourism (Lviv 
Polytechnic National University) since 2017. Author of 
more than 30 scientific papers. Developer of the 
curriculum on universal design in tourism in the 
framework of the United Nations Development 
Programme. Interested in issues of sustainable 
tourism, in particular, on the borderland areas. 
Member of public organizations in the field of science 
and education. 
 

 
 

Ihor Usatenko holds a PhD in World history. He has 
been teaching history for seven years in an ordinary 
secondary school in Vinnytsia oblast. Currently, he is 
working as a Head of Department for dealing with 
gifted children and is also a lecturer in Vinnytsia 
Academy of Continuing Education. He has attended 
many workshops, training sessions and summer 
schools. His research interests are World-System`s 
analysis, history didactics, collective memory, national 
identities etc. 
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Urban Jakša, a native of Slovenia, is currently finishing 
his PhD in International Politics at the University of 
York. His PhD research is focused on geopolitics of 
‘frozen conflicts’ and external relations of de facto 
states in post-Soviet space, especially Abkhazia. In 
2016 Urban was a visiting research student at Higher 
School of Economics Moscow and in 2016-2017, a 
visiting Fulbright scholar at Columbia's Harriman 
Institute. He also worked as a visiting expert at the 
Polish Institute for International Affairs (PISM) in 2017 
and as Executive Assistant to the Head of Mission of the 
OSCE Parliamentary Election Assessment Mission in 
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